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A Street Sweeper's Beauty 



t ranslation and purport to 
SrImad Bhagavatam 1.10.16 

His Divin e Grace 

A.C.Bhaktivedant a Swam i 

Prabh upada 



prasada-sikhararudhah kuru-naryo didrksaya 
vavrsuh kusumaih krsna prema-vrida-smiteksanah 

Out of a loving desire to see the Lord, the 
royal ladies of the Kurus got up on top of the 
palace, and smiling with affection and shy- 
ness, they showered flowers upon the Lord. 
PURPORT 

Shyness is a particular extra-natural beauty of 
the fair sex, and it commands respect from the op- 
posite sex. This custom was observed even during 
thedaysoftheMa/zaWwrato, i.e, morethanfivethou- 
sand years ago. 1 1 i s on I y the I ess i ntel I i gent persons 
not we! I versed i n the hi story of the worl d who say 
that observance of separati on of f anal ef rom mal e i s 
an introduction of the Mohammedan period in In- 
dia. Thi s i nd dentf rom \heMahabharata peri od proves 
defi nitdy that the I ad i es of the pal ace observed stri ct 
parda (restricted association with men), and instead 
of coming down intheopen airwhereLord Krishna 
and others were assembled, the ladies of the palace 
went up on the top of the palace and from there 
paid their respects to Lord Krishna by showers of 
flowers. Indefinitely stated herethatthe ladies were 
smiling there on the top of the palace, checked by 
shyness. This shyness is a gift of nature to the fair 



sex, and it enhances their beauty and prestige, even 
if they are of a I ess i important fami ly or even if they 
are less attractive We have practical experience of 
this fact. A sweeper woman commanded the respect 
of many respectable gentiemen simply by manifest- 
ing a lady's shyness. Half-naked ladies in the street 
do not command any respect, but a shy sweeper's 
wife commands respect from al I . 

H uman dvilization, as conceived of by thesages 
of I ndia, isto help onefree oneself from thedutches 
of illusion. The material beauty of a woman is an 
illusion because actually thebody ismadeof earth, 
water, f i re, ai r, etc. But because there i s the assod a- 
tion of the living spark with matter, it appears to 
be beautiful. An earthen doll attracts no one, even 
if it is most perfectly prepared to attract the atten- 
tion of others. The dead body has no beauty be- 
cause no one will accept the dead body of a so- 
called beautiful woman. Therefore, thecondusion 
is that the spirit spark is beautiful, and because of 
the soul's beauty one is attracted by the beauty of 
the outward body. The Vedic wisdom, therefore, 
forbids us to be attracted by false beauty. But be 
cause we are now in the darkness of ignorance, 
the Vedic dvilizati on allowsvery restricted mixing 
of woman and man. They say that the woman is 
considered to be the fire and the man is consid- 
ered to be the butter. Butter must melt in assod a- 
tion with fire, and therefore they may be brought 
together only when necessary. And shyness is a 
check to the unrestricted mixing. It is nature's gift, 
and it must be utilized. 
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A Street Sweeper's Beauty continued 

FromSrilaPrabhupada'sLife 

Bhishmadev stressed the importance of shy- 
ness in women, lajja. If you break that shyness 
then there will be disaster— it is a natural con- 
trol valve. Woman's shyness is one kind of 
beauty. And we have practical experience in our 
life of how it commands respect: 

Once my friend and neighbor Dinanath M ishra 
came. Weweresitting in thecorridor of our house. 
At that ti me one sweeper woman wanted to come 
in, but she was very shy. She was standing and 
waiting with a covering on her head. Although 
she had a broomstick and a bucket, she was wait- 
ing because we were sitting in her way. She was 
feeling too shy to enter the house. So we dedded 
to move so that she could come. This example is 
given. She is a maid servant or sweeper— notvery 
respectable — but on account of her shyness we 
had to welcome, "Yes, we are moving. You come 
in." Just see. This is psychology. Therefore at his 
dying stage Bhishmadev stressed that a woman's 
shyness is the control valve. If their shyness is bro- 
ken then it will create disaster.' 

— Srila Prabhupada's lecture on Srlmad-Bhagavatam 5.6.4., Vrindavan, 
26 N ovember 1976. 



sft ^WIF^T f^ 



Th e Story of Upam a^ 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami 
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In Mahabharata there is the episode of the 
muni named Dhaumya who had a brahmacari 
disciple named Upamanyu. The guru ordered 
the disci pie, "Upamanyu, take care of my cows. 
This is your seva." So Upamanyu was taking 
care of the cows. Early in the morning he would 
get up, perform mangalaratrika, and take the 
cows to the jungle, then he would return in the 
evening and offer dandavats to his guru. After a 
few days, Dhaumya saw that Upamanyu was 
getting fat. He told him, "Upamanyu, you're 
getting fat! A re you eating something?" 

With folded hands, Upamanyu said: "Bhagavan, 
I collectsomeWzfefl,alms.l gotofourorfivehouses, 
beg some food, madhukan, and eat it." 

"Who told you to do this thing? Have you 
taken my permission? Why are you doing this 
if I havenot given permission? You mustnotdo 
this any more. When you go to collectWnlsa 
you should give it to me, as it belongs to me. It 
is not yours. How can you accept it?" 

"I agree. What you have said, I'll do." 



From then on, every day hewould collect Wnlsa 
andwouldgiveittohisguru.Afeweveningslater, 
as he was paying obeisances, the guru again said 
to Upamanyu, "You have given the bhiksa you 
have been collecting to me. Still I see that you are 
getting fat. A re you eating something?" 

"Gurudeva,thefirsttimel gotocollectWzzlsa, 
whatever I collect I give you everything, and 
the second time I go, whatever I get I keep." 

"That is not good. If you dolikethisyou'll de- 
velop greed. I have not told you to do this thing. 
Why are you doing it? Stop it. You cannot do it." 

"Yes. I won't do that. I accept." 

Again after a few days, in the evening the 
guru observed: 

"Upamanyu, I have forbidden you to accept 
bhiksa for yourself, and instructed you to give it 
all to me. You are giving me but still you are 
getting fat. A re you eating something?" 

"Yes, Gurudev. I drink someofthecow'smilk." 

"Huh? You drink some milk from the cows? 
Who told you to do that? No, you should not 
do that. It is not your duty. Stop it." 

"Yes, Gurudeva. I won't do it any more." 

He accepted what his guru said and he 
stopped that activity. A few days passed. Then 
one evening the guru said: 

"My dear Upamanyu, I have forbidden you 
to accept any bhiksa for yourself, and you are 
giving meeverything. I forbadeyou to drink the 
milk of the cows, and I think you are foil owing 
that. Yet still I see that you are becoming fat. 
A re you eating something?" 

"Yes, Gurudeva. When the calves drink milk, 
somefoam is there over their mouths and I lick that." 

"H uh? Why areyou doing this? Who told you to 
do this? The cows are very merdful and affection- 
atetoyou, so they'll giveyou morefoam. Then you'll 
become much fatter. N o, stop it! You can't do it." 

"Yes, Gurudeva. I will not do it" 

So strict! The guru stopped everything. 

You are always thinking, "Oh what is this 
guru-seva? I cannot do it. Better to perform 
maya-seva." Isn't it? 

However, whatever his guru said, Upamanyu 
accepted. He did not violate the instruction of 
his guru. Oneday he was very hungry. Hecould 
not tolerate the hunger. What to do? His guru 
had stopped everything. He had nothing to eat. 
Hethought, "How can I serve my guru? I am so 
hungry! If my body fails then I won't beableto 
move. How can I serve my guru?" 
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H ethen took some leaves of an arka bush, which 
are poi sonous. H eatethem and at once became bl i nd . 
Then he fell into a deep dark well. That evening he 
could not return to his guru's asrama with the cows. 
When the guru noticed that Upamanyu had not 
returned he wondered what had happened to him. 
The guru was thinking deeply of hisdisd pie 

Guru has affection for his disciple, although 
outwardly he is very heavy. That is sadhu. He is 
likeacoconut— outwardly very hard butinside 
very soft. So the guru thought, "Upamanyu has 
not returned today. Because I stopped his eat- 
ing, he became very distressed. Therefore he has 
not returned" Hetookafew disciples with him 
and went to the jungle to search for Upamanyu, 
loudly calling: "Upamanyu, where are you?" 

From inside the well where he had fallen, 
Upamanyu shouted: "Gurudeva, I am here. I 
have fallen into a deep, dark well." The guru 
went there and saw that Upamanyu had be- 
come bl i nd from eati ng those poi sonous I eaves. 

Hetold Upamanyu: "OfferprayerstotheAsvini- 
kumaras. They'll give you back your eyesight." 

Upamanyu offered prayers to them and they 
came, gave hi m a cake, and sai d, " U pamanyu ! 
Takethis cake and eat it. You will then get your 
eyesight back." 

"No, I cannot eat it without my guru's 
permission." 

"There is no harm. Previously when your 
guru offered prayerstouswegavehimonesuch 
cake and he ate it. Your guru has done it, so 
you can also do." 

"No, no. Please excuse me. I cannot imitate 
my guru. My guru may do that, but I cannot. I 
cannot imitate him. Without the permission of 
my guru I cannot eat." 

They saw his guru-bhakti and were very 
pleased with him, so they gave him their bless- 
ings, "All of your teeth will become golden, and 
you will have very nice eyesight. You will de- 
velop transcendental vision." 

Upamanyu got out of the well and offered 
dandavat-pranams to his guru, who told him, 
"You have passed thetest successfully. You have 
all my blessings." 

Obtaining the blessings and mercy of his 
gurudeva, Upamanyu developed pur ekrsna-bhakti. 
All \fed\ctattva, siksa, and jnana — truth, learning, 
and knowledge— became manifest to him. 

mukam karoti vacalam pangurh langhayate girim 
yat-krpa tarn aharh vande sn-gurum dina-taranam 
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Jh\s\s guru-krpa. If you getthemercy of guru, 
it is so powerful that even if you are dumb and 
cannot utter even one word you will become 
an eloquent speaker of the Vedas. If you are 
crippled and you cannot move one inch, still 
you will be able to do mountai neeri ng. You will 
get such strength. That \sguru-krpa. 

You should understand that whatever you see 
is all the property of guru and Gauranga. You 
should think, "It is not my property. It is guru 
and Gauranga's property. They aretheenjoyers. 
I am not the enjoyer. I am a servant. They are to 
be served. It istheir property. Everything isto be 
utilized for their service. This service is my eter- 
nal dharma. My dharma is not enjoyment. Guru 
and Gauranga are the enjoyers, not I ." 

However severeand difficulttheorderoftheguru 
may be, a real disdple asat-sisya, will carry it out. If 
it i s requi red that hi s I ife must be gi ven, he sacrifi ces 
his life. He thinks, "What is the value of my life if I 
cannot serve guru and Gauranga and give them 
pleasure?" If adisdplebecomesdep rived of seva then 
it is death. "Because I am eternally a servant if I am 
deprived of service why shall I survive?" ■ 

"Please Give Me Your Stool" 

From th e life of 
Srila Gour Kishor Das Babaji Ma ha raj 

Girish Babu, the owner of a dharmashalla in 
Nabadwip, once came with his wife to see Srila 
Gour Kishor Das Babaji Maharaj. Girish Babu's 
wife asked Babaji Maharaja, "PI ease instruct us 
how we can construct a small cottage for your 
bhajan. We feel pained to see you suffering 
throughout the rainy season and the hot sea- 
son with very little shelter." 

Srila Gour Kishor replied, "I have no anxi- 
ety residing in my small hut. I have only one 
trouble. Many persons come to me and very 
deceptively ask again and again, 'Krpa korol 
Krpa korol Please give us your mercy!' They 
are not interested in their own genuine ben- 
efit, and as a result of their coming my bhajan 
is disturbed. If both of you could just give me 
some of your stool at this place where I per- 
form my bhajan, that would be favorable. 
Then I would be able to chant 'harekrsna' day 
and night. By depositing your stool, people 
won't like to come here. If you can't do this 
then many people will come and waste my 
time and thus, this human form of life." 
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GirishBabu'swifereplied, "Babaji Maharaja, 
we should certainly take your instruction to 
heart, but if we pass stool and offer it to you 
where you perform your bhajan, won't that re- 
sult in unlimited sinful reactions for us?" 

Srila Gour Kishor Das Babaji said, "I am not 
a vaisnava. Those owners of large temples who 
wear long matted hair are actually vaisnavas. I 
have not gotten any result in the performance 
of my bhajan. Therefore, the place where I re- 
sideisfitto receiveyour stool. Both ofyou please 
offer me your stool, otherwise I have nothing to 
say to either of you." 

Girish Babu and his wife agreed and said, 
"Even though you won't stay there, still, if we 
build a second hut then your servants can stay 
in one of them." Following this, Girish Babu 
and his wife constructed another small room 
with the help of a carpenter. Gour Kishor Das 
Babaji never entered the room Girish Babu had 
built, because for him the smell of false pres- 
tige and the desire for women and wealth was 
more obnoxious than the smell of ordinary 
stool. Srila Gour Kishor Das Babaji resided for 
six months i n the area where persons that I i ved 
at the dharmashalla passed stool. 1 

— Translated by Vyenkata Das Brahmachari from Amara Prabhura- 
katha, a collection of articles written by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Prabhupada. 
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Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasw ati Th a kur Prabhupada 

The following is an excerpt from a conver- 
sation between Srila Bhaktisiddhanta and 
Pandit Shyamasundar Chakravarty, a famous 
leader of the independence movement in India 
and the then chief editor of the English maga- 
zine, Servant and Vasumati. 

Pandit Shyamasundar Chakravarty: By 
what means can devotion to Krishna grow? 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur: Devotion to the Supreme Lord 
Krishna is generated when, attentively and 
with a serving mood, one listens to the ac- 
counts of His glories, etc., from guileless 
devotees who have nothing to do except to 
incessantly chant these accounts. Vishnu is 
sustaining the entire universe with the func- 
tion in which sattva, goodness, is the chief 
el ement. A s H e has been maki ng the worl d 
cetana, alive, to the concerns of Krishna, He 
is known as Krishna Chaitanya. It was for 
generating caitanya, aliveness, in jwas that 
were without it, that he adopted sannyasa. 
As yet we have not got caitanya (i.e., we 
have not been brought to our senses). I n the 
function of suddha cetana, pure conscious- 
ness, there is no service done to anartha, the 
unnecessary. There is only service to artha, 
the true necessity, which is God/ 

Lust Defeated 

kasayan na ca bhojanadi-niyaman no va vane vasato 
vyakhyanad athava muni-vrata-bharac cittodbhavah ksiyate 

kintu sphita-kalinda-saila-tanaya-tiresu vikridato 
govindasya padaravinda-bhajanarambhasya lesad api 

N ot by wearing saffron cloth, not by re- 
stricting food and other sense-activities, 
not by living in the forest, not by discuss- 
ing philosophy, and not by observing a 
vow of silence, but only by even the 
slightest beginning of devotional service 
to the lotus feet of Lord Govinda, who 
enjoys pastimes on the Yamuna's wide 
banks, is Kamadev, lust, stopped/ 

-Author unknown. Quo ted in Srila Rupa Goswami's PadyavalT, Text 11. 
Translated by Sri pad Kusakratha Das. 



